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FOLLOWING ARE VERBATIM TRANSCRIPTS OP TOASTS DELIVERED BY 
SECRETARY VANCE AND FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO AT A LUNCHEON 
HOSTED BY THE SECRETARY, MARCH 30, 1977. LUNCHEON WAS 
HELD AT AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE, SPASO HOUSE: 

(BEGIN TEXT OF SECRETARY'S TOAST) 

MR. MINISTER, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS AND COLLEAGUES: FIRST, MAY I 
EXTEND A VERY WARM WELCOME TO THE RESIDENCE HERE TO THE POREIGN 
MINISTER AND OUR SOVIET COLLEAGUES. I BELIEVE IT IS JUST TWENTY 
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YEARS IN WHICH THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAS HELD THAT HIGH OEFICE. THAT 
MAKES HIM THE SENIOR EOREIGN MINISTER IN ANY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD. 

AS I LOOK BACK AND SEE THE IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES DURING THOSE TWENTY YEARS, IT IS A GREAT TRIBUTE 
TO HIM AND TO OTHERS WHO HAVE BROUGHT THIS PROGRESS. EOR THE PAST 
THREE DAYS WE HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS. WE CARRY 
THE HOPES OE ALL THE PEOPLE OE THE WORLD THAT REASON WILL PREVAIL 
IN HUMAN AEEAIRS. OUR TWO GREAT NATIONS ALSO CARRY A SPECIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY CREATED BY THE EORCES OE HISTORY AND OE CIRCUMSTANCE. 
IE WE MEET THAT RESPONSIBILITY OUR EEEORTS WILL BE APPLAUDED. IF 
WE EAIL, THERE WILL BE NO EXCUSES. SUCCESS CAN BE DEEERRED BUT 
ONLY AT A PRICE. IT CANNOT BE EOREVER DENIED. WE ARE CHALLENGED BY 
HISTORY TO JOIN IN BUILDING WORLD PEACE AND WORLD ORDER OE RATIONAL 
INTERACTION AMONG NATIONS. HUMANITY DEMANDS THAT WE DO SO. 

MR. MINISTER, THESE DAYS IN MOSCOW SHOULD BE A STEP ON THE WAY TO 
GREATER UNDERSTANDING AND GREATER COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO 
NATIONS. WE CAN SET A NEW COURSE IE WE HAVE THE POLITICAL WISDOM TO 
DO SO. FOR OUR PART, WE ARE PREPARED TO JOIN WITH YOU IN WORKING 
EOR THE CAUSE OE DETENTE, EOR PEACE AND HUMAN DIGNITY AND TOLERANCE. 

MAY I ASK THAT YOU ALL JOIN WITH ME IN A TOAST AND THAT WE RAISE 
OUR GLASSES TO THE HEALTH OE GENERAL SECRETARY BREZHNEV, TO THE 
HEALTH OF OUR DISTINGUISHED EOREIGN MINISTER, TO THE HEALTH OF 
ALL GATHERED HERE AND TO THE HEALTH OF MANKING THROUGH PEACE AND 
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PROSPERITY. 

(END TEXT OE SECRETARY'S TOAST; BEGIN TEXT OE GROMYKO TOAST- 
TRANSLATION AS GIVEN AT LUNCHEON) 

MR. SECRETARY OE STATE, OUR AMERICAN HOSTS, COMRADES: 

FIRST OF ALL I SHOULD NOTE THAT OUR SOVIET PROTOCOL PRACTICES ARE 
MAKING HEADWAY. OUR AETER-DINNER SPEECHES ARE BECOMING PRE- 
DINNER SPEECHES. 

WELL, IE I WERE BRIEELY TO TOUCH ON SOME OE THE SUBSTANCE OE WHAT 
WE HAVE BEEN TALING ABOUT IN THESE LAST EEW DAYS, I WOULD SAY EIRST 
OE ALL THAT IT IS CERTAINLY A GOOD THING THAT THE SECRETARY OE 
STATE OE THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN TO THE SOVIET UNION EOR TALKS 
WITH, FIRST AND FOREMOST, GENERAL SECRETARY BREZHNEV AND WITH 
CERTAIN OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OE THE SOVIET UNION, AND I KNOW YOU 
CAN GUESS FOR YOURSELVES WHO THEY ARE, TO SPEAK ABOUT CERTAIN 
QUESTIONS OF INTEREST TO BOTH SIDES OE MAJOR IMPORTANCE-QUESTIONS 
OE MAJOR IMPORTANCE, BIG QUESTIONS, ON WHICH MUCH DEPENDS. THAT 
IS A GOOD THING. I TOO WOULD PREEER NOT TO GIVE A YES OR NO ANSWER 
TO THE QUESTION OE WHETHER OR NOT WE HAVE DONE MUCH WORK OR NOT. 

IT IS SOMETIMES HARD TO GIVE A YES OR NO ANSWER TO QUESTIONS SUCH 
AS THESE. BUT THERE IS ONE INDUBITABLE EACT AND THAT IS THAT THIS 
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VISIT WAS NECESSARY AND THE WORK DONE WAS NECESSARY AND THAT IT HAD 
TO BE DONE. THAT IS TRUE AND THAT IS BEYOND ANY DOUBT. 

AND WE LIKE TO THINK, AND I SPEAK EOR MYSELE AND FOR THE SOVIET 
LEADERSHIP AS A WHOLE, THAT IT IS TRUE THAT A GREAT DEAL DEPENDS 
IN THE WORLD ON COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO BIG POWERS, THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION. THIS IS A TRUTH, AND YOU CAN 
ASK ANY SOVIET OR AMERICAN MAN IN THE STREET AND HE WILL SAY THAT 
THAT IS SO AND HE WILL BE RIGHT. MUCH INDEED DEPENDS UPON US. A 
GREAT RESPONSIBILITY DEVOLVES UPON OUR TWO COUNTRIES. WE HAVE 
ALWAYS SAID AND WE SAY THAT WE SHALL BE TRUE TO OUR PART, OUR 
SHARE, OF THE RESPONSIBILITY. AND WE SHALL TRAVEL OUR HALF OF THE 
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ROAD LEADING TO STABLE AND LASTING PEACE. AND IF THE UNITED STATES 
ACTS IN THE SAME MANNER, THIS WILL MEET THE INTERESTS OF THE WHOLE 
WORLD, OF ALL THE PEOPLES, AND THIS WILL BE GOOD. IF WE CAST AN 
OBJECTIVE GAZE AT THE PRESENT-DAY WORLD AND AT THE PRESENT-DAY 
SITUATION, WE CANNOT FAIL TO RECOGNIZE AND TO SEE THAT TODAY THE 
STRUGGLE FOR PEACE IS EASIER THAN IT WAS YESTERDAY AND THIS IS DUE 
TO THE FACT THAT A SOLID FOUNDATION HAS BEEN LAID IN DEVELOPING 
RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE SOVIET UNION, IN THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS. LET US THEREFORE NOT 
LOSE THAT FOUNDATION, BUT LET US RATHER BROADEN IT AND STRENGTHEN IT. 

SO IF BOTH OUR COUNTRIES WORK IN THIS DIRECTION AND WE CAN 
CERTAINLY VOUCH FOR OURSELVES, FOR OUR ENTIRE COUNTRY AND OUR 
ENTIRE PEOPLE, I BELIEVE THAT THEN THE UNITED STATES AND ALT. 

AMERICANS, LIKE ALL SOVIET PEOPLE IN THE SOVIET UNION, CAN LOOK 
INTO THE FUTURE WITH OPTIMISM. 

LET ME MAKE ONE MORE POINT. WHAT WE HAVE SAID DOES NOT MEAN THAT 
THERE ARE NOW NO MORE PROBLEMS WHICH REQUIRE SOLUTIONS- 
PROBLEMS THAT ARE IMPORTANT AND VERY ACUTE. SUCH PROBLEMS DO IN 
FACT EXIST AND THEY DO REQUIRE SOLUTIONS AND THEY WILL REQUIRE 
GREAT EFFORT IN ORDER THAT THOSE SOLUTIONS ARE FOUND. BUT IF THERE 
IS A WILL ON BOTH SIDES AND A DETERMINATION TO ARRIVE AT POLITICAL 
DECISIONS AND SOLUTIONS, THEY CANNOT FAIL TO BE RESOLVED. THIS IS 
THE VIEW THAT WE TAKE, THAT THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP TAKES. WE HAVE 
BEEN FOLLOWING THE STATEMENTS MADE BY PRESIDENT CARTER AND BY YOUR- 
SELF, MR. SECRETARY; STATEMENTS IN FAVOR OF COOPERATION WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION. LET ME SAY: IF THOSE STATEMENTS ARE TRANSLATED INTO 
PRACTICAL POLICIES IN ALL THE MAJOR EFFORTS IN FOREIGN POLICY 
UNDERTAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES, IT WILL BECOME EASIER TO BUILD A 
LASTING PEACE BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND IN THE WORLD AT LARGE. 

YOU WOULD BE DOING THE RIGHT AND THE CORRECT THING, MR. 

SECRETARY, IF YOU CARRY BACK TO THE UNITED STATES THE IMPRESSION 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND OUR PEOPLE AND OUR LEADERSHIP ARE 
PREPARED TO GO FURTHER, NOT ONLY TO MAINTAIN THE PRESENT LEVEL OF 
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OUR RELATIONSHIPS BUT TO RAISE THAT LEVEL TO A NEW HEIGHT ON THE 
BASIS OF EQUALITY AND EQUAL SECURITY. WE ARE FULLY DETERMINED TO 
WORK TO ACHIEVE THAT GOAL, TO WORK ON THAT BASIS. THIS YOU CAN 
SAY TO ANY AMERICAN IN ANY WAY YOU SEE FIT. 

BUT IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT FOR SUCCESS TO BE ASSURED ALONG 
THIS PATH, EQUAL EFFORTS ARE REQUIRED ON THE PART OF THE UNITED 
STATES AS WELL. 

I WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU ALL TO RAISE YOUR GLASSES AND TO DRINK 
TO THE HEALTH OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE HEALTH OF 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND ALL OUR AMERICAN HOSTS PRESENT HERE 
TODAY. 

(END TEXT OF GROMYKO TOAST). 

VANCE 
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